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He was ashamed that one who had taught him so much
should attribute either feeling to him.

Not long after this glimpse of Thackeray he was fortunate
in meeting Tennyson at the house of a friend. He describes
the poet as " markedly unostentatious and modest in his
mien," of swarthy complexion, and " of great girth of
shoulder." Hunt had sent him some Latakia tobacco
purchased at Baalbec, and Tennyson began the conversation
by thanking him for this, and then went on to express
interest in his illustrations to the poems; apropos of which
he addressed a question to him : "I must now ask," he
said, " why did you make the Lady of Shalott, in the illus-
tration, with her hair wildly tossed about as if by a tornado ? "
The other explained his intention, to which the poet replied
unconvinced:

" But I didn't say that her hair was blown about like
that. Then there is another question I want to ask you.
Why did you make the web wind round and round her like
the threads of a cocoon ? "

Hunt explained that whereas a poet has at his disposal
many pages in which to express his conception, a painter
has but a single canvas ; and on that single canvas he has to
depict not merely an isolated incident but as many as possible
of the emotions and circumstances connected with that
incident. Thus the disordered hair and the tangled web
were intended to convey an impression of the storm which
broke upon the Lady of Shalott when she dared to look down
to Camelot, and which drew her whole life into the whirl-
wind of destruction.

Tennyson replied, " But I did not say it floated round and
round her " ; affirming later that" an illustrator ought never
to add anything to what he finds in the text.1'

Next came a visit to Robert and Mrs. Browning, who were